
designing great       
   academic posters

1. design basics.



“Good design is as little as  
 possible: less, but better.”

Dieter Rams
from the 10 principles of good design



a good poster

Focuses: on a clear, simple message.
Has a clear story: an obvious sequence of information.
Shows, not tells: lets graphs and images tell the story.
Engages: your audience with your idea.

Your audience: An intelligent non-specialist



Things that we will consider in designing a poster.
The page + the space on it.
Order of information.
Text + type.
Graphics + images.
Colour + texture.



space

Division of space: rule of thirds.

Divide your space into thirds 
horizontally and vertically.

Position important objects at 
the intersections of the lines.



Grids: 3 or 5 columns.

Break the space into regular units. 
Can be as simple or complex as needed 
Establish a system for arranging content. 
3 or 5 column grids are simple but flexible.

space



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. In vel dui vitae orci tempus consectetur. Ut neque 
metus, placerat nec rhoncus vitae, viverra nec ipsum. Quisque in purus odio. Curabitur sit amet vehicula 
quam. Morbi blandit arcu at tortor dignissim vehicula. Fusce a enim vel metus dignissim tempor dignissim 
ac orci. Curabitur dapibus, quam sed gravida posuere, diam nulla tempor dolor, sit amet placerat metus 
justo sit amet dui. In at nunc nunc, eget lacinia turpis. Morbi at lorem vitae eros ullamcorper lobortis. 
Mauris scelerisque nulla ac arcu accumsan at ornare ligula luctus. Nulla dignissim ultrices augue pharetra 
cursus. Aliquam sollicitudin lorem in libero volutpat placerat. Vestibulum pellentesque faucibus lectus, 
sit amet fermentum neque laoreet quis. Sed sed dolor rhoncus risus viverra pretium sed eu quam.

Proin non metus vitae leo mattis laoreet non ac felis. Nam iaculis euismod velit, vel ullamcorper nisi 
convallis sit amet. Proin congue euismod massa, adipiscing placerat massa fermentum at. Maecenas 
sagittis arcu et magna gravida mattis. Cras eu mi eu purus iaculis laoreet. Praesent venenatis, purus eu 
tempus condimentum, orci erat luctus libero, et eleifend justo urna ac justo. Maecenas cursus ligula non 
ligula lobortis posuere euismod lectus faucibus.

Praesent est sem, pellentesque a dictum id, vehicula vitae quam. Sed mauris nulla, laoreet id rhoncus 
eget, interdum at ligula. Nunc condimentum mi ut tellus tincidunt eu consectetur augue pellentesque. 
Sed condimentum mauris at erat porta fermentum. Etiam sit amet turpis nulla. Fusce congue urna quis 
turpis lobortis nec cursus dui auctor. Pellentesque rhoncus est quis diam ultrices tempor. Duis non sapien 
est, at tempus urna. Donec viverra elit ut arcu pulvinar sit amet volutpat mi fermentum. Nam nec enim 

Grids: 5 column grid.

Single column layout.

space



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. In vel dui vitae orci tempus consectetur. Ut neque 
metus, placerat nec rhoncus vitae, viverra nec ipsum. Quisque in purus odio. Curabitur sit amet vehicula 
quam. Morbi blandit arcu at tortor dignissim vehicula. Fusce a enim vel metus dignissim tempor dignissim 
ac orci. Curabitur dapibus, quam sed gravida posuere, diam nulla tempor dolor, sit amet placerat metus 
justo sit amet dui. In at nunc nunc, eget lacinia turpis. Morbi at lorem vitae eros ullamcorper lobortis. 
Mauris scelerisque nulla ac arcu accumsan at ornare ligula luctus. Nulla dignissim ultrices augue pharetra 
cursus. Aliquam sollicitudin lorem in libero volutpat placerat. Vestibulum pellentesque faucibus lectus, 
sit amet fermentum neque laoreet quis. Sed sed dolor rhoncus risus viverra pretium sed eu quam.

Proin non metus vitae leo mattis laoreet non ac felis. Nam iaculis euismod velit, vel ullamcorper nisi 
convallis sit amet. Proin congue euismod massa, adipiscing placerat massa fermentum at. Maecenas 
sagittis arcu et magna gravida mattis. Cras eu mi eu purus iaculis laoreet. Praesent venenatis, purus eu 
tempus condimentum, orci erat luctus libero, et eleifend justo urna ac justo. Maecenas cursus ligula non 
ligula lobortis posuere euismod lectus faucibus.

Praesent est sem, pellentesque a dictum id, vehicula vitae quam. Sed mauris nulla, laoreet id rhoncus 
eget, interdum at ligula. Nunc condimentum mi ut tellus tincidunt eu consectetur augue pellentesque. 
Sed condimentum mauris at erat porta fermentum. Etiam sit amet turpis nulla. Fusce congue urna quis 
turpis lobortis nec cursus dui auctor. Pellentesque rhoncus est quis diam ultrices tempor. Duis non sapien 
est, at tempus urna. Donec viverra elit ut arcu pulvinar sit amet volutpat mi fermentum. Nam nec enim 

Grids: 5 column grid.

Single column layout.

space



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit. In vel dui vitae orci 
tempus consectetur. Ut neque metus, 
placerat nec rhoncus vitae, viverra nec 
ipsum. Quisque in purus odio. Curabitur 
sit amet vehicula quam. Morbi blandit 
arcu at tortor dignissim vehicula. Fusce 
a enim vel metus dignissim tempor 
dignissim ac orci. Curabitur dapibus, 
quam sed gravida posuere, diam nulla 
tempor dolor, sit amet placerat metus 
justo sit amet dui. In at nunc nunc, eget 
lacinia turpis. Morbi at lorem vitae eros 
ullamcorper lobortis. Mauris scelerisque 
nulla ac arcu accumsan at ornare ligula 
luctus. Nulla dignissim ultrices augue 
pharetra cursus. Aliquam sollicitudin 
lorem in libero volutpat placerat. 
Vestibulum pellentesque faucibus 
lectus, sit amet fermentum neque 
laoreet quis. Sed sed dolor rhoncus risus 
viverra pretium sed eu quam.

Proin non metus vitae leo mattis 

Laoreet non ac felis. Nam iaculis euismod 
velit, vel ullamcorper nisi convallis sit 
amet. Proin congue euismod massa, 
adipiscing placerat massa fermentum 
at. Maecenas sagittioin congue euismod 
massa, adipiscing placerat massa 
fermentum at. Maecenas sagittis arcu 
et magna gravida mattis. Cras eu mi eu 
purus iaculis laoreet. Praesent venenatis, 
purus eu tempus condimentum, orci 
erat luctus libero, et eleifend justo urna 
ac justo. Maecenas cursus ligula non 
ligula lobortis posuere euis tempus 
condimentum, orci erat luctus libero, 
mod lectus faucibus.

Praesent est sem

Pellentesque a dictxfdfum id, vehicula vit 
ae quam. Sed maxfvuris nulla, laoreet id 
rhon cus eget, interdum at ligula. Nunc 
condimentum mi ut tellus tincidunt eu 
cosdf sdf nsectetur augue pellentesque. 
Sed condi mentum mauris at erat porta 
fermentum. 

Etiam sit amet turpis nulla. 

Fusce congue urna quis turpis lobortis 
nec cursus dui auctor. Pellentesque 
rhoncus est quis diam ultrices tempor. 
Duis non sapien est, at tempus urna. 
Donec viverra elit ut arcu pulvinar sit 
amet volutpat mi fermentum. Nam nec 
enim purus, quis gravida odio. Donec 
in ante lectus, in lobortis ante. Morbi ut 
ipsum non.

Grids: 5 column grid.

Double column layout.

White space allows the viewer to see 
information clearly and to digest what they see.

Columns in the grid can be left “fallow”  
to create white space.

space



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit. In vel dui vitae orci 
tempus consectetur. Ut neque metus, 
placerat nec rhoncus vitae, viverra nec 
ipsum. Quisque in purus odio. Curabitur 
sit amet vehicula quam. Morbi blandit 
arcu at tortor dignissim vehicula. Fusce 
a enim vel metus dignissim tempor 
dignissim ac orci. Curabitur dapibus, 
quam sed gravida posuere, diam nulla 
tempor dolor, sit amet placerat metus 
justo sit amet dui. In at nunc nunc, eget 
lacinia turpis. Morbi at lorem vitae eros 
ullamcorper lobortis. Mauris scelerisque 
nulla ac arcu accumsan at ornare ligula 
luctus. Nulla dignissim ultrices augue 
pharetra cursus. Aliquam sollicitudin 
lorem in libero volutpat placerat. 
Vestibulum pellentesque faucibus 
lectus, sit amet fermentum neque 
laoreet quis. Sed sed dolor rhoncus risus 
viverra pretium sed eu quam.

Proin non metus vitae leo mattis 

Laoreet non ac felis. Nam iaculis euismod 
velit, vel ullamcorper nisi convallis sit 
amet. Proin congue euismod massa, 
adipiscing placerat massa fermentum 
at. Maecenas sagittioin congue euismod 
massa, adipiscing placerat massa 
fermentum at. Maecenas sagittis arcu 
et magna gravida mattis. Cras eu mi eu 
purus iaculis laoreet. Praesent venenatis, 
purus eu tempus condimentum, orci 
erat luctus libero, et eleifend justo urna 
ac justo. Maecenas cursus ligula non 
ligula lobortis posuere euis tempus 
condimentum, orci erat luctus libero, 
mod lectus faucibus.

Praesent est sem

Pellentesque a dictxfdfum id, vehicula vit 
ae quam. Sed maxfvuris nulla, laoreet id 
rhon cus eget, interdum at ligula. Nunc 
condimentum mi ut tellus tincidunt eu 
cosdf sdf nsectetur augue pellentesque. 
Sed condi mentum mauris at erat porta 
fermentum. 

Etiam sit amet turpis nulla. 

Fusce congue urna quis turpis lobortis 
nec cursus dui auctor. Pellentesque 
rhoncus est quis diam ultrices tempor. 
Duis non sapien est, at tempus urna. 
Donec viverra elit ut arcu pulvinar sit 
amet volutpat mi fermentum. Nam nec 
enim purus, quis gravida odio. Donec 
in ante lectus, in lobortis ante. Morbi ut 
ipsum non.

Grids: 5 column grid.

Double column layout.

White space allows the viewer to see 
information clearly and to digest what they see.

Columns in the grid can be left “fallow”  
to create white space.

space



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. In vel 
dui vitae orci tempus consectetur. Ut neque metus, placerat 
nec rhoncus vitae, viverra nec ipsum. Quisque in purus odio. 
Curabitur sit amet vehicula quam. Morbi blandit arcu at tortor 
dignissim vehicula. Fusce a enim vel metus dignissim tempor 
dignissim ac orci. Curabitur dapibus, quam sed gravida 
posuere, diam nulla tempor dolor, sit amet placerat metus 
justo sit amet dui. In at nunc nunc, eget lacinia turpis. Morbi 
at lorem vitae eros ullamcorper lobortis. Mauris scelerisque 
nulla ac arcu accumsan at ornare ligula luctus. Nulla dignissim 
ultrices augue pharetra cursus. Aliquam sollicitudin lorem in 
libero volutpat placerat. Vestibulum pellentesque faucibus 
lectus, sit amet fermentum neque laoreet quis. Sed sed dolor 
rhoncus risus viverra pretium sed eu quam.

Proin non metus vitae leo mattis 

Laoreet non ac felis. Nam iaculis euismod velit, vel ullamcorper 
nisi convallis sit amet. Proin congue euismod massa, adipiscing 
placerat massa fermentum at. Maecenas sagittioin congue 
euismod massa, adipiscing placerat massa fermentum at. 
Maecenas sagittis arcu et magna gravida mattis. Cras eu mi 
eu purus iaculis laoreet. Praesent venenatis, purus eu tempus 
condimentum, orci erat luctus libero, et eleifend justo urna ac 
justo. Maecenas cursus ligula non ligula lobortis posuere euis 
tempus condimentum, orci erat luctus libero.

Pellentesque a dictxfdfum id, vehicula vit ae quam. Sed 
maxfvuris nulla, laoreet id rhon cus eget, interdum at ligula. 
Nunc condimentum mi ut tellus tincidunt eu cosdf sdf 
nsectetur augue pellentesque. Sed condi mentum mauris at 
erat porta fermentum. 

Etiam sit amet turpis nulla. 

Fusce congue urna quis turpis lobortis nec cursus dui auctor. 
Pellentesque rhoncus est quis diam ultrices tempor. Duis non 
sapien est, at tempus urna. Donec viverra elit ut arcu pulvinar 
sit amet volutpat mi fermentum. Nam nec enim purus, quis 
gravida odio. Donec in ante lectus, in lobortis ante. Morbi ut 
ipsum non.

cerat metus justo sit 
amet dui. In at nunc 
nllamcorper lobortis. 
Mauris scelerisque 
nulla ac arcu accumsan 
at ornare ligula luctus. 
Nulla dignissim ultrices 
augue pharetra cursus. 
Aliquam sollicitudin 
lorem in libero volutpat 
placerat. Vestibulum 
pellentesque faucibus 

Grids: 5 column grid.

Mixed column layout.

A different layout to create white space  
and breathing room for the content. 

space



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. In vel 
dui vitae orci tempus consectetur. Ut neque metus, placerat 
nec rhoncus vitae, viverra nec ipsum. Quisque in purus odio. 
Curabitur sit amet vehicula quam. Morbi blandit arcu at tortor 
dignissim vehicula. Fusce a enim vel metus dignissim tempor 
dignissim ac orci. Curabitur dapibus, quam sed gravida 
posuere, diam nulla tempor dolor, sit amet placerat metus 
justo sit amet dui. In at nunc nunc, eget lacinia turpis. Morbi 
at lorem vitae eros ullamcorper lobortis. Mauris scelerisque 
nulla ac arcu accumsan at ornare ligula luctus. Nulla dignissim 
ultrices augue pharetra cursus. Aliquam sollicitudin lorem in 
libero volutpat placerat. Vestibulum pellentesque faucibus 
lectus, sit amet fermentum neque laoreet quis. Sed sed dolor 
rhoncus risus viverra pretium sed eu quam.

Proin non metus vitae leo mattis 

Laoreet non ac felis. Nam iaculis euismod velit, vel ullamcorper 
nisi convallis sit amet. Proin congue euismod massa, adipiscing 
placerat massa fermentum at. Maecenas sagittioin congue 
euismod massa, adipiscing placerat massa fermentum at. 
Maecenas sagittis arcu et magna gravida mattis. Cras eu mi 
eu purus iaculis laoreet. Praesent venenatis, purus eu tempus 
condimentum, orci erat luctus libero, et eleifend justo urna ac 
justo. Maecenas cursus ligula non ligula lobortis posuere euis 
tempus condimentum, orci erat luctus libero.

Pellentesque a dictxfdfum id, vehicula vit ae quam. Sed 
maxfvuris nulla, laoreet id rhon cus eget, interdum at ligula. 
Nunc condimentum mi ut tellus tincidunt eu cosdf sdf 
nsectetur augue pellentesque. Sed condi mentum mauris at 
erat porta fermentum. 

Etiam sit amet turpis nulla. 

Fusce congue urna quis turpis lobortis nec cursus dui auctor. 
Pellentesque rhoncus est quis diam ultrices tempor. Duis non 
sapien est, at tempus urna. Donec viverra elit ut arcu pulvinar 
sit amet volutpat mi fermentum. Nam nec enim purus, quis 
gravida odio. Donec in ante lectus, in lobortis ante. Morbi ut 
ipsum non.

cerat metus justo sit 
amet dui. In at nunc 
nllamcorper lobortis. 
Mauris scelerisque 
nulla ac arcu accumsan 
at ornare ligula luctus. 
Nulla dignissim ultrices 
augue pharetra cursus. 
Aliquam sollicitudin 
lorem in libero volutpat 
placerat. Vestibulum 
pellentesque faucibus 

Grids: 5 column grid.

Mixed column layout.

A different layout to create white space  
and breathing room for the content. 

space



Lorem ipsum 
dolor sit amet 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. In vel 
dui vitae orci tempus consectetur. Ut neque metus, placerat 
nec rhoncus vitae, viverra nec ipsum. Quisque in purus odio. 
Curabitur sit amet vehicula quam. Morbi blandit arcu at tortor 
dignissim vehicula. Fusce a enim vel metus dignissim tempor 
dignissim ac orci. Curabitur dapibus, quam sed gravida 
posuere, diam nulla tempor dolor.

Proin non metus vitae leo mattis 

Laoreet non ac felis. Nam iaculis euismod velit, vel ullamcorper 
nisi convallis sit amet. Proin congue euismod massa, adipiscing 
placerat massa fermentum at. Maecenas sagittioin congue 
euismod massa, adipiscing placerat massa fermentum at. 
Maecenas sagittis arcu et magna gravida mattis. Cras eu mi 
eu purus iaculis laoreet. Praesent venenatis, purus eu tempus 
condimentum, orci erat luctus libero, et eleifend justo urna ac 
justo. Maecenas cursus ligula non ligula lobortis posuere euis 
tempus condimentum, orci erat luctus libero.

Etiam sit amet turpis nulla. 

Fusce congue urna quis turpis lobortis nec cursus dui auctor. 
Pellentesque rhoncus est quis diam ultrices tempor. Duis non 
sapien est, at tempus urna. Donec viverra elit ut arcu pulvinar 
sit amet volutpat mi fermentum. Nam nec enim purus, quis 
gravida odio. Donec in ante lectus, in lobortis ante. Morbi ut 
ipsum non.

cerat metus justo sit 
amet dui. In at nunc 
nllamcorper lobortis. 
Mauris scelerisque 
nulla ac arcu accumsan 
at ornare ligula luctus. 
Nulla dignissim ultrices 
augue pharetra cursus. 
Aliquam sollicitudin 
lorem in libero volutpat 
placerat. Vestibulum 
pellentesque faucibus 

Fusce congue urna 
quis turpis lobortis 
nec cursus dui auctor. 
Pellentesque rhoncus 
est quis diam ultrices 
tempor. Duis non 
sapien est, at tempus 
urna. Donec viverra 
elit ut arcu pulvinar 
sit amet volutpat mi 
fermentum. Nam 
nec enim purus, quis 

Grids: 5 column grid.

Mixed column layout.

A different layout to create white space  
and breathing room for the content. 

space



Lorem ipsum 
dolor sit amet 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. In vel 
dui vitae orci tempus consectetur. Ut neque metus, placerat 
nec rhoncus vitae, viverra nec ipsum. Quisque in purus odio. 
Curabitur sit amet vehicula quam. Morbi blandit arcu at tortor 
dignissim vehicula. Fusce a enim vel metus dignissim tempor 
dignissim ac orci. Curabitur dapibus, quam sed gravida 
posuere, diam nulla tempor dolor.

Proin non metus vitae leo mattis 

Laoreet non ac felis. Nam iaculis euismod velit, vel ullamcorper 
nisi convallis sit amet. Proin congue euismod massa, adipiscing 
placerat massa fermentum at. Maecenas sagittioin congue 
euismod massa, adipiscing placerat massa fermentum at. 
Maecenas sagittis arcu et magna gravida mattis. Cras eu mi 
eu purus iaculis laoreet. Praesent venenatis, purus eu tempus 
condimentum, orci erat luctus libero, et eleifend justo urna ac 
justo. Maecenas cursus ligula non ligula lobortis posuere euis 
tempus condimentum, orci erat luctus libero.

Etiam sit amet turpis nulla. 

Fusce congue urna quis turpis lobortis nec cursus dui auctor. 
Pellentesque rhoncus est quis diam ultrices tempor. Duis non 
sapien est, at tempus urna. Donec viverra elit ut arcu pulvinar 
sit amet volutpat mi fermentum. Nam nec enim purus, quis 
gravida odio. Donec in ante lectus, in lobortis ante. Morbi ut 
ips viverra um non.

cerat metus justo sit 
amet dui. In at nunc 
nllamcorper lobortis. 
Mauris scelerisque 
nulla ac arcu accumsan 
at ornare ligula luctus. 
Nulla dignissim ultrices 
augue pharetra cursus. 
Aliquam sollicitudin 
lorem in libero volutpat 
placerat. Vestib viverra 
ulum viverra.

Fusce congue urna 
quis turpis lobortis 
nec cursus dui auctor. 
Pellentesque rhoncus 
est quis diam ultrices 
tempor. Duis non 
sapien est, at tempus 
urna. Donec viverra 
elit ut arcu pulvinar 
sit amet volutpat mi 
fermentum. Nam 
gravida odio. 

Grids: 5 column grid.

Mixed column layout.

A different layout to create white space  
and breathing room for the content.

A mixed approach can also help with indicating 
which information is more important.  

space



hierarchy

Order of information

Most important information = clearest.

Highlight key points.

Tools
Weight of type
Scale of type
Grouping
Colour
Contrast
Boxes
Lines
Graphic elements



hierarchy

Organising information.

This is how you tell your story.

Where do you want the viewer to start?

Where do you want them to look next? 



hierarchy

Gestalt principles.

Break your information into chunks. 
Group related chunks together. 

Use gestalt principles to design your poster  
to make it clear what information is related. 

Similarity
Proximity
Uniform connectedness 



All of the elements seem to be equally related.Similarity.

Things that look 
similar are perceived 
to be more related 
than things that are 
dissimilar.



Column structure.



Row structure.



Row structure.



This is perceived to be a 
group with all elements 
equally related.Proximity.

Things that are close 
to one another are 
perceived to be more 
related than things  
that are spaced  
farther apart. 



We perceive  
this as two  
similar groups.

We perceive this  
as two groups 
separated by 
colour/contrast.

Proximity 
overpowers signs  
of distinction. 



Even though the spacing and colour 
is consistent, the elements inside the 
connecting lines are perceived as 
more related. 

Uniform 
connectedness.

Elements that are 
connected by uniform 
visual properties are 
perceived as being 
more related than 
elements that are not 
connected.



As are ones connected by lines



hierarchy

Gestalt principles example.

Similarity
Proximity 
Uniform connectedness



hierarchy

What pieces of information  
do you need on your  
academic poster?

Make a list and order these  
according to importance.

Group together similar information  
using visual language to connect them.

Title
Author(s)
Afilliations(s)
Institute logo?
Image(s)/graphics
Background/context
Method
Results
Graphs/tables
Discussion/key takeaway
References
Abstract? No!



Why no abstract?

Your poster *is* an abstract!

Therefore, should be 150–250 words!

Plus one or two key graphs/charts/images.



type

Choosing type: Keep it simple.

Display type:  
Unusual/fun/atmospheric/harder to read.  
Use no more than one. Header only.

Text type:  
Readable and clear.  
Can also be used for titles and display.

Sans serif fonts  - like Helvetica,  
DIN, Foundry are easier for everyone to read. 





Type: Keep it in the family.

Choose a font that’s part of a family. 

A family has a number of weights and styles.

Foxgloves
Foxgloves
Foxgloves

Foxgloves
Foxgloves
Foxgloves

Helvetica

type



Type: Sizes.

Choose no more than four sizes.

Make sure your title is large!  
That’s what will draw people in.

Headline
Subheading
Body
Caption

type



Which is easier to read? 

type
Type is a design concept for lettering 

used in typography which helped 

bring about modern textual printing 

in the publishing industry. Type is a 

design concept for lettering used 

in typography which helped bring 

about modern textual printing. Type 

is a design concept for lettering 

used in typography which helped 

bring about modern textual printing 

Type is a design concept for lettering 

used in typography which helped 

bring about modern textual printing 

in the publishing industry. Type is a 

design concept for lettering used 

in typography which helped bring 

about modern textual printing. Type 

is a design concept for lettering 

used in typography which helped 

bring about modern textual printing 



Let it breathe!

Make sure you leave space  
in boxes, at page edges etc.

type
Type is a design concept for lettering 

used in typography which helped 

bring about modern textual printing 

in the publishing industry. Type is a 

design concept for lettering used 

in typography which helped bring 

about modern textual printing. Type 

is a design concept for lettering 

used in typography which helped 

bring about modern textual printing 

Type is a design concept for lettering 

used in typography which helped 

bring about modern textual printing 

in the publishing industry. Type is a 
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Choosing images.

Relevance
Communication.
Impact & engagement.
Quality. Good colours.

Avoid clichés: 
Shaking hands, globes, magnifying 
glasses, cartoon people, cogs...

image

Interesting images engage the audience / makes them want to know more. 

Backs turned away from camera,  
bad lighting, boring picture.

Clichéd picture - used frequently  
so doesn’t catch attention.



Finding images.

Using metaphor can find more 
interesting images.

Don’t use google (copyright)!

unsplash.com 
free very high quality images 
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Layout: Scale.

An image or multiple images that 
are used at a large scale or at an 
interesting or unusual scale can 
create impact.

Juxtaposing different sizes can be 
very dynamic.
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Layout: Cropping.

Cropping an image in an 
interesting way can also create 
impact and can help create a 
dynamic layout.
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Layout: Text over image.

Be very carefully putting text on 
top of images. 

If you have an image with a lot  
of space in it (left image) this  
can work. 

But if it is busy (right image)  
it will not. 
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colour

Complimentary colours 
are opposite each other

Contrasting colours 
are three steps away

Harmonious colours 
are two steps away 

This is the best approach

Remember...less, but better



Creating a palette.

This will let you upload a photo  
and select colour palettes from it:

http://palettegenerator.com/

This generates colour palettes  
for you:

https://coolors.co/

colour



Space:  You are using a grid, everything is aligned to it creating structure,  
 you have white space.

Hierarchy: You are telling a story, drawing attention to each piece of information  
 in the order you want people to read them, grouping chunks of info.

Type:  Two fonts max, only four sizes max, large headline,  
 plenty of breathing space.

Image:  Is it interesting, engaging, adding something to your poster? 

Colour:  Less is more! Have you paired it back, used colour sparingly  
 to highlight key points? 

checklist


